OFFICEOFTHEUNITED STATESTRADE REPRESENTATIVE
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
WASHINGTON, D.C.

20508

USTR PRESS RELEASES ARE AVAILABLE ON THE USTR WEBSITE AT WWW.USTR.GOV.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: RICHARDMILLS
M AY 16, 2002 (202) 395-3230

Statement by Deputy US Trade Representative Peter Allgeier
OECD Ministerial
Paris, France
Doha Trade and Development Agenda

"Ambassador Robert B. Zodllick expresses his gpologies and regrets for not being here as he had to
remain in D.C. Drawing upon Commissioner Lamy's metgphor, he is "pedding hisbike" furioudy on
Capitol Hill to obtain a satisfactory Trade Promotion Authority (TPA) bill.

The most important message for us to send from this meeting, six months after Doha, isthat we are fully
committed to the entire negotiating mandate of the Doha Agenda, including the overal timetable and
intermediate milepods.

The decision thisweek to hold the 5th MNC in September 2003 is an important reminder that
we have no time to waste - we must maintain momentum across the range of negotiating topics.

At the same time, we cannot leave any Member behind. Hence the critical importance of the
issue of trade-related trade adjustment and capacity building. This outreach session provides an
opportunity for donor countries and recipient countries to move closer to:

(1) acommon agenda - or set of priorities - for the World Trade Organization (WTO) related, more
precisely the Doha Agenda-related, technica assstance and capacity building; and

(2) adrategy for ensuring effective ddivery of thistechnica assstance.
Maintaining momentum across negoiating topics in the near-term means (among other things):

(1) meeting the June 30th date for providing services requests;



(2) establishing the important milepost of the deadline for determining the negotiating modalities for non-
agricultural market access - that deadline should be as close as possble to the deadline for agricultural
negotiating modadities, so that one aspect of market access negotiations does not dow down the other;

(3) addressing the Doha mandate on the effective use of the compulsory licensing dement of TRIPS -
for countries with inefficient manufacturing capacity in pharmaceuticas - to meet their needsin
addressing nationd hedlth crises or emergencies,

(4) presenting initid proposals for the negotiating groups before the summer bresk, so that we have a
subgtantia body of subgtantive materid for the one year of negatiations leading to the 5th WTO
Minigterid Conference.

Under the topic of capacity building, | would like to stress that:

(1) WTO's area of respongibility for capacity-building isthat dice rlevant for the Doha negotiating
agenda. We need to maintain that focus - both in the selection of substantive areas for support and for
the kind of assistance needed. We need to hear from developing countries especidly on the latter;

(2) in developing the future technica assistance plan, the WTO needs to seek out the needs of many
countries who have not conveyed their needs as actively as others;

(3) we should tap into the expertise of the Negotiating Groups for guidance on setting priorities - in the
Negotiating Groups one can see best where assistance is most needed.

(4) use the next severd months to develop the priorities for further assstance prior to the 5th
Minigterid. The Committee on Trade and Development has requested that countries identify their needs
before the summer bresk. The July Trade Negotiations Committee can provide an opportunity for
delegates and senior officias to address the various dimensions of capacity- building, icluding the best
mechanisms for delivering technicd assgtance.

I'd like to address directly a concern on the mind of probably everyone in this room. In light of recent
legidation in the United States, as well as proposas being debated in the U.S. Senate in the context of
TPA, many of our trading partners are asking, "Isthe U.S. still committed to the Doha agenda, and
indeed to trade liberdization in generd ?

The answer is unequivoca. Y es, we are committed to exercising the same leadership in negatiating the
Doha agenda as we exercised - with many others - in defining the Doha agenda last November.

Y es, we are committed to an ambitious negotiating result in agriculture, encompassng dl three pillars
enunciated in the Doha Declaration. Proposals we present in Geneva will demonstrate thet.

Y es, we are committed to developing, in cooperation with the full WTO membership, an effective and
timely response to developing countries needs for technical assistance and trade-related capacity



building.

We are carrying out these commitments under the difficult circumstances of protectionist pressures that
are present and active in many, if not dl, of your countries. That iswhy Ambassador Zodllick is not
here to convey this message persondly. Heis fighting to ensure that the TPA that Presdent Bush is
seeking from the Congress will enable us to achieve the ambitious gods of Doha and our other free
trade initiativesin the Americas and elsewhere.

We welcome the opportunity to participate in this outreach sesson. We are prepared to listen to
criticism, but we hope that everyone is prepared to work with usto achieve the goas of the Doha
Agenda. It isin theinterest of al of our countries to succeed, but it is of greastest importance for the
hundreds of millions of people in developing countries that we succeed.”
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